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~'Flying saucer' storm 
iD~'~ a ·welsh tea cup 

UFO-SPOTTERS 
Hooded police and 
airport switch· 
boards last night tCJ 
warn of a mystery 
array of bright 
lights hovering over 
South Wales. 

But although ometaJ 
sources today deacrtbed 
the ··auen apace.eraft," as 
n!ght.-Ughta on RAF atr­
eralt on a mld-a1r mWtary 
re-tuelUng exeret.se, that 
wasn't enough to aatwy 
some "fiytnr·•aueer" 
watcben. 

Soutb Wales poUee were 
"mundatecl" wttb calls 
from 81 tar u Brida'ead 

and the Rhymney Valley. 
A spokesman for Cardift 

Airport explained tele­
phones were "red-hot" for 
an bour as tbe curious 
ca1len rang In. 

"It was a mllitary exer­
cise with one aircraft 
approachlng a larger one 
to re-tue1. They were 
traveiUng quite slowly 
and had an unuauaJ dla­
play or 11ghta - tbat ts 
why so many people were· 
baffled," said a poUee' 
spokesman. 

But Mrs Martna Davles 
of Rudry Common. near 
Caerph111y who spent 15 
minutea watching last 
night, sald: "A mWtary 
exerd8e? Abaolute)J DO 
WQ. 

I Aliens' were 
. a 3,;the RAF 
'POLICE throuchout South 
' ales received dozens of 
r eaDa from people reporting a 
my.tery UFO 8ighting of 

. -uiangles of bright Jichts" 
Jut Diaht. 

But checb revealed the 
-.Hens" were RAF planes in 
; an in-flight refuelling exer­
Jeise. 

"Im convinced it was a 
UP'O although I would 
llke to th1.nk it was on our 
aide," she sald. 

Mrl Davies, her tO-year­
old daughter Julla, a 
trtend and another child 
were travelllng up a lane 
to tbelr cottage wben they 
atopped. 

"We saw two bright 
head-llghts and started 
reversing back.. I thought I 
lt was another car - but 
then the 1.1ght.s shot up In ' 
the air," ahe sald. 

"Then suddenly the 
Ugbts shot off 1n d1tferent 
directions before tly1ng 
away. I'd never seen any­
thing l1ke it before even 
tbougb we often have air­
craft over here," lbe saJd. 

SOUTH WALES Police were inundated with 
. calls from . the public last night reporting 
' unidentified flying objects in the area. 

Throughout the evening by Tony Willimer, at Landore 

. scores -of people - saw postal office, Swansea . 

, strange lights that didn't "I saw them coming i~ from 

f appear to resemble Baglan"; he said . "There were 

I 
two lights and then they 

. aircraft lights. appeared to be two double 
A police spokesman said calls lights . _-:· · 

came in from Caerphilly, "They were moving very 
Bargoed, Rhondda and the slowly and there was no sound . 

: Ogwr district while Swan- There wa~ no way it was a 
sea Coastguards received plane". 
numerous calls as well. Mrs. Allison Grove . of Gable 

But the mystery lights House, Horton , Gower, also 
belonged to the Royal Air saw the lights . 

· Force which was carrying out a "There were about four or 
- mid-air refuellim! exerci .. !, five cf us who saw th c~m and we 

police said . - have never seen ~thing like 
A Cardiff-Wales Airport them before,'' she said. 

spokesman confirmed . that it "There was no noise 
was a refuelling exercise '. anywhere and they were fly ing 
involving DC-lO's. a bit lower than an aeroplane" . 

Balloon 
But many ·baffled observers 

said the lights couldn't have 
belonged to aircraft . · 

"1 have never seen anything 
like it before in my life ," said · 
Mr. Howell Willcock, of Pellau 

· Road , Margam. 
"I saw six huge lights and 

then there was a gap of 300 
· yards before there was another 
three . 

"There was no sound and 
they . were travelling at the 
speed of a .balloon. 1 had a good 
look . and saw a faint crooked 
shape". 

That sighting was at about 
6.45 p.m. and half-an:how 
later there was another sighting 

The lights were still in the 
area at 9.50 m. when they 
were seen moving out over 
Swansea Bay in the direction of 
Port Talbot . · 

One Pencoed motor ist 
travelling between Ewenny and 
Waterton near Bridgend 
reported seeing three bright 
lights followed by an inverted 
triangle travelling at about 
10,000 feet , with another very 
bright object going at a very fast 
speed -even higher in the sky. 

A woman ·standing in 
Blaengarw Square in the ~arw 

· Valley said she saw a ctgar­
shaped object followed by a 
further two lights . 

Swansea Astronom ical 
.Society secretary, Mr . Gerry 

"Lacey said the late sightings 
could have been an aeroplane 

· bound for Heathrow Airport 
from America , that was · a few 
miles south of its fl ightpath . 

Earlier sightings could have 
been a satellite breaking up . he 
said. 

"The mystery is that as far as 
I am aware , there are no 
reports of any satelli.tes 

·breaking up since the Russian 
one three or four weeks ago," 
he added. 
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